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July 2019 

The last week in June I had the privilege of attending the National Conference 
of the EFCA.  One of the learning seminars I attended made a point that contin-
ues to occupy my thinking.  The presenter was a pastor who intentionally en-
couraged non-churchgoers to become churchgoers and his church made it a 
priority to welcome them to their weekend activities.  One of the newcomers 
asked the pastor if his talks were available online, and he casually shared that 
they are all posted on their web site.  Several weeks passed, and this person 
again approached this pastor following a Sunday service and shared that he 
could not find his talks on the web site.  The pastor commented that this was 
curious because they are all found under the heading “Sermons”, to which this 
non-churchgoer said, “Oh, I had no idea what a sermon was.  I was looking for 
your talks.”  The point of this story is that we are living in an age when people 
who are not accustomed to being in church do not understand our church vo-
cabulary and are not familiar with our church culture.  I heard of a family that 
was in the home of a churchgoer this Christmas and they asked about the stat-
ues of the woman and man and the baby in a cradle. They didn’t even know the 
Christmas story.  I wonder what people in our community understand about our 
church when they read a bulletin or see a flyer or an announcement or hear a 
churchgoer make a comment about our church.  This summer we will have 
many opportunities to rub shoulders with people in Three Lakes and the sur-
rounding communities who are non-churchgoers. As God gives us an open 
door, let’s make an effort to communicate with them in terms that they will 
understand and warmly invite them to join us on Sunday morning as we sing 
songs to God (worship) and learn lessons about life from the Bible (respond to 
preaching from the Word of God).   

Believer’s Baptism  
(How’s that for a churchgoing phrase?) 

A very important step in our Christian journey is when we are submerged under a body of water as a 
picture of our union with Jesus in his death and resurrection.  It symbolizes the end of our life apart 

from Jesus (going under the water) and the newness of our life of discipleship (being raised up out of the 
water). Baptism at TLEFC is for believers, children and adults, who first tell the story of how they came 

to embrace the Christian faith and then freely participate in the act of being baptized.  This summer we 
are offering two Sunday mornings as options for this step of faith – July 14th and August 11th.  Perhaps 

you are a parent and your child or teenager is ready for believer’s baptism.  Or maybe you have been a 
follower of Jesus for quite some time and have never been baptized.  If you are interested, please sign 

your name on the clipboard in our lower level and Pastor Scott will contact you about getting together 
for a time of instruction.   

      
     TLEFC Youth Events 
     July 2019 

July 1st :Youth Group at the Farm 
Van leaves 6:15 pm from TLEFC                      
Pick up at church 8:30 pm 

 
July 8th: Youth Group at the Farm 
Van leaves 6:15 pm from TLEFC                             
Pick up at church 8:30 pm 

 

July 14th: Lake Day at the Weavers: 
All Students are invited for fun and lunch 
on their lake. Bring a modest swimsuit and 
towel. This event goes from 12:00-3:00 pm                                                       
Address: 2026 Serendipity Lane                
Three Lakes 

July 15th: Youth group at the Farm 
Van leaves 6:15 pm from TLEFC                  
Pick up at church 8:30 pm 
 
July 22th: Youth group at the Farm 
Van leaves 6:15 pm from TLEFC           
Pick up at church 8:30 pm 
 
July 28th:Registration for Dells trip due 
 
July 29th: Youth group at the Farm 
Van leaves 6:15 pm from TLEFC          
Pick up at church 8:30 pm 



Page 2 Free Church  New s & Notes  

July 2019 

     Sunday   1  Monday 

TLEFC YOUTH 
GROUP 

AT THE FARM 
6:15 pm 

   2 Tuesday     

     Prayer & Fasting 

5:30 pm 

  3 Wednesday        4 Thursday      

     July 4th Parade      

9:00 am                                                            

5   Friday 6   Saturday 

Food Pantry 9:30 am 
 

 

7  

Worship Service        

9:00 am 

 

                         

8    

TLEFC YOUTH 
GROUP 

AT THE FARM 
6:15 pm 

9  

  Prayer & Fasting 

5:30 pm 

          

10                                 11                                                        12   13   

Northman’s         

Fellowship Breakfast 

7:30 am 

            

14       

Worship Service    

     9:00 am 

Communion Sunday 

Youth Lake Day 

12:00-3:00 pm 

 

15  

  TLEFC YOUTH 
GROUP 

AT THE FARM 
6:15 pm 

          

16  

  Prayer & Fasting 

5:30 pm 

                               

17                           18                           19                                                  20  

 Food Pantry 9:30 am 
            

21  

      Worship Service        

9:00 am 

                  

22  

    TLEFC YOUTH 
GROUP 

AT THE FARM 
6:15 pm 

                                                    

23         

 Prayer & Fasting 

5:30 pm 

24                              25                         26                           27 

28  

     Worship Service        

9:00 am 

Dells Trip  

Registration Due 

             

  

29 

     TLEFC YOUTH 

GROUP                       

AT THE FARM         

6:15 pm 

30          

     Prayer & Fasting 

5:30 pm 

31        

 

 

          

 

 

VBS 2019 

Another Summer-But Not Just Another Vacation Bible School.  Parents reported that the 
children could not stop talking about Vacation Bible School.  They were telling everyone, 
parents, grandparents, daycare providers and anyone who would listen. They had a grand 
time!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Bible Exploration was done in a new way with interactive and illustrated spiritual truths.  
Children loved handling the props as they learned about having the Light and Love God 
be a part of their lives.   

         Not a peep could be heard during Karen Patterson’s Mission Moments.  Life as a    
Haitian Orphan was eye opening. 

 Anne Eppler did an amazing job in keeping the children focused with her Nature Visits. 
They loved squeezing the water out of the bog moss, and several negative sounds came 
forth when she told them that the Early Native Americans used bog moss for diaper 
padding.   

Craft time reached epic noise levels as the children hammered away making bird feeders. Cut 
out and provided by Mike Maney and Fran Schmitz.  The crew of craft helpers had 
smiles on their faces as they interacted with the children and shared the love of Jesus as 
they were working with the children.  

Game time with the queen of games, Miss Jaynie, was incredible.  The children were seen 
running through the forest playing camouflage.  She even came up with great games to 
play indoors as we dealt with the rain. 

Laurie Kirby turned the church into a forest and a setting fit for the campers and the many 
leaders assisted in making this a memorable time for our youngest generation. 

Snacks provided by Kathy Votis were a big hit.  Children were seen eating S’mores bars and 
dirt pudding with worms.  They commented that it was the best tasting dirt and worms 
they had ever eaten.                                                                                                                                           
There were so many memorable times during this past week that I really don’t have time 
to share it all.                                                                                                                                                               
I do want to thank all of you for sharing your children with us and a big thank you to all 
who helped make this possible.    

What? You missed out on all the fun?                                                                                                                                       
Next year is coming so prepare yourself to join in the fun and create wonderful         
memories for our children. 

Northwoods Men’s Breakfast 

July 13th 

 7:30 - 9:00 am   

We're in the book of James and will be on   
Chapter 3.  

TLEFC YOUTH DELLS TRIP 

AUGUST 1ST  

 The TLEFC youth group will be going to 

Kalahari in the  Wisconsin Dells for a day 

of fun in (and out of) the Sun!                

Registration forms are in front of the 

Church office. The cost is $40/ student for               

registration and 1 meal.      

Registration is due by July 28th                                       


