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To kick off 2019, we at TLEFC are inaugurating a 40-day call to prayer for our church as 
we enter into a time of transition, evaluation and search for our next Sr. Pastor. These are 
strategic days and the task before us is significant – but God is great and he is able to lead 
us as we respond to his leading and provision.  I am sharing meditations on prayer as a 
tool for us to focus our spiritual lives and to draw on the power of God as we enter into 
this most important season in the life of our church.    
 
It is evident to me that we are on the precipice of great spiritual growth and that it would 
be consistent with the admonitions given in the Word of God to move forward in our 
ministry, even as we are in the midst of transition.   Therefore, we are asking our 
congregation to join us in a 40 Days of Prayer campaign as we move forward together.   
Each day of these 40 days, I will be sharing a devotional thought on prayer and then 
giving some suggestions of items for us to pray about during our time of prayer each day.   
 
The theme verse for this campaign is Philippians 1:9-13: 
 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 
and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be 
pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ–to the glory and praise of God.   
Philippians 1:9-13 (NIV) 

 
These verses discuss Paul’s prayer that his readers would abound in knowledge and depth 
of insight, which I understand to address scriptural truth (knowledge) and the application 
of that truth (depth of insight).  But notice the goal.  Paul wants his readers to learn how 
to make choices in life that are best—not good, but best.  Good can be the enemy of best. 
And the reason Paul speaks of the best is that he is calling his readers to a life of purity 
and blamelessness, full of righteousness.  This requires that we take inventory of our 
lives, specifically our choices, and evaluate if they are the best choices for the 
development of a life that brings glory and praise to God and can be used in the ministry 
of our church.  
 
So, as we begin our 40 Days of Prayer, let’s go before the Lord with the prayer of David 
as recorded in Psalm 139:23-24.   
 

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  
See if there is any offensive way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.   

 
Take a few moments and listen to the Lord.  What is he revealing to you right now?  Is 
there a sin that entangles you?  Is there an attitude that gets in the way of the Holy 
Spirit’s leading?  Is there a relationship that needs reconciliation?  Is there anything in 
your life that God is challenging you to address?  If you are feeling led, take time to 
confess it and receive God’s gracious forgiveness and then rejoice in the present grace he 
gives in Jesus Christ. Let’s begin this 40 Day campaign secure in the grace of the LORD. 



 


