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Praying For The Healing of America, Pt. 3 
2 Chronicles 7:11-14 

 

 

A reality of life is that spiritual renovation projects always begin with us.  But, reality has 

a way of escaping us.  We are insulated by the bubble of self-interest.  If you are like me, 

we can very easily point out everything that is wrong with the world, everything that is 

wrong with our country, our church, our spouse and kids.  When the pastor makes a good 

point in his sermon, our first thought is, “I hope so and so heard that!”    

 

This week we are discussing the promise from God given to Solomon in 2 Chronicles 

7:11-14, that in response to the prayers of his people, God will heal their land.  Wow!!  

Let’s get to pray’en!  But not so fast.  The interesting element of the promise from God 

that he will heal our land is that “his people,” those who are “called by his name,” (see 

my meditation from yesterday) must humble themselves and pray.  This is a message not 

to our broken country, but to the people of God.  When we pray – we must humble 

ourselves.  In order for God to heal our land, he must first do a work in us.  Let’s talk 

about how to humble ourselves in prayer, using a story told by Jesus as our model.   

 
10 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector.  12 I fast twice a 
week and give a tenth of all I get.'  13 "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would 
not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.'  14 "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. 
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves 
will be exalted." (Luke 18:10-14 NIV) 

 

This story is a story of contrasts.  One pray-er exalts himself, the other humbles himself.  

One pray-er was right with God, the other was wrong.  This story reminds us that God 

continuously seeks to protect his own honor.  Any time we exalt ourselves over God, God 

is not pleased, and as a result, he will not answer our prayers.  The first commandment 

sets the standard – “You will have no other gods before me – including yourselves!”  I 

remember a conversation when this concept was being discussed and the comment was 

made that God seems quite arrogant, demanding that everyone honor him.  But what is 

arrogance but thinking highly of oneself when someone else is higher.  But no one is 

higher than God.  No one deserves more honor than God, so God cannot be arrogant.  He 

is the highest being in the universe, so demanding that he be honored above all others, is 

simply adhering to the facts.  If we presume to pray and exalt ourselves in our prayers by 

demanding that God conform to our wishes, or that God acknowledge how wonderful we 

are, or that God take second place to us, we should not be surprised when our prayers 

bounce off the heavens right back at us.  To humble ourselves is to acknowledge that 

before God we are nothing and he is everything.  He is God and we are not, and that is 

the way we want it to be.   



 

So, if we want to pray for the healing of our nation, let’s start by examining every area of 

our lives to see if there is any way that we are putting ourselves before God.  Is there a 

way that God is governing the world that does not meet our approval?  Is there a way that 

God is directing the paths of those in authority (see Romans 13, which teaches that every 

authority is under God’s direct influence) that does not fit our desires?  Are we discontent 

with God for the way he is directing our personal lives?  If there is even a hint of 

disapproval with God’s sovereign governance of the world – we need to humble 

ourselves in prayer.  Only then will he hear from heaven and heal our land. 

 

1. Read Matthew 6:5.  Is there any way you fall into that trap? 

2. Read James 4:1-3.  What is your real motive in prayer?  How might you make 

certain your prayers are humble prayers?   

3. Read James 4:10.  What is the promise from God for those who humble 

themselves before him? 

4. Read Philippians 2:5-11.  How does the life of Jesus outlined in these verses 

model humility? 


