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History clearly teaches us that one of the greatest, if not the greatest, influences on a 

culture was the power of the Christian message that spread across the Roman Empire 

through the planting of local churches.  The Book of Acts chronicles how the humble 

beginnings of this movement from God, through people who were scattered from 

Jerusalem because of persecution, grew into a mighty force that changed the entire 

culture.  Devoted followers of Jesus Christ united together in local churches, clustering 

around Antioch of Syria, Ephesus in Asia, and Rome in Europe.  Hundreds, maybe even 

thousands, of churches organized and the saints of God united.  In only 300 years, 

Christianity became the official faith of the Empire. 

 

The awesome proliferation of the gospel did not happen through individualism.  It 

happened when believers united together.  Early in Acts, God poured out his blessings to 

groups of Christ-followers.  It began in the upper room with 120 disciples who were 

united in prayer.   It happened when the crowds gathered at the Temple to listen to the 

disciples teach.  It happened when believers gathered in homes for fellowship, the 

ministry of the word, breaking of bread and prayer. (Acts 2:42).    

 

The promise of God to heal the nation, given to Solomon in 2 Chronicles 7:11-14, 

describes people praying together, not individually.  The pronouns in the text are all 

plural.  There is no indication that God intended individuals to pray for their land alone.  

It was a corporate effort.  Just prior to the American Great Awakening of the 1700’s, 

Jonathan Edwards described “explicit agreement and visible union” in prayer.  The result 

was revival and the healing of America.  Can it happen again?  Only God knows, but we 

would do well to pray – together.   

 

 I hope you are using these meditations during the 40 Days of Prayer for your personal 

devotions.  But my challenge today is that you find others and pray together.  Take these 

prayer principles to your small group, your Bible Studies, your lunch dates.  Pray 

together with your family.  When this campaign officially concludes, we will be 

gathering together for a prayer gathering, when we will join together in explicit 

agreement and visible union as we pray.  Watch for further details in the next few days.   

 

1. Review Ecclesiastes 4:9-12.  We have discussed the need to persevere in prayer, 

to be earnest in prayer and not to give up.  Apply these verses to the enterprise of 

prayer for the healing of America. 

2. Read Psalm 42:4; 122:1.  Notice how there was gladness and anticipation for 

prayer and worship together.  As you anticipate our Sunday activities, pray that 

God would give you a hunger for united worship and prayer.   


