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Day 14 

 

Praying For the Kingdom of God on Earth 
Matthew 6:9-10 

 

 

Imagine for a moment the emotional and mental whiplash inflicted on a child if a parent 

were to give that child specific instructions on how to nurture a healthy relationship with 

that parent and then when the child follows those instructions that same parent refuses to 

develop a relationship. 

 

Here is how that conversation might unfold.   

Child:  “Dad, what do you want me to do and say that would nurture a  

  relationship with you?” 

Dad:     “When you communicate with me, do thus and so, and ask for such and  

  such.” 

Child:    “If I do thus and so, and ask for such and such, will you have a  

  relationship with me?” 

Dad:     “Yes.” 

 

During the coming days, the child does thus and so, and asks for such and such, but the 

dad refuses to nurture a relationship with the child.   What kind of dad would relate to a 

child this way?  I think we would all agree – a bad dad! 

 

Jesus’ disciples came to him and asked him how to pray, which is in effect, “How do we 

nurture a relationship with our heavenly dad?”  Jesus responds and says, ‘Do thus and so, 

and ask for such and such.” (I’ll unpack the specifics in a moment.)  Since God is a good 

dad (“Father” is “Abba” which means daddy), we can have confidence that, if we follow 

Jesus’ specific instruction on how to pray, God will answer our prayers.   

 
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said 
to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples." (Luke 11:1 NIV) 

 
9 Jesus responded, "This, then, is how you should pray:  'Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.’ “ 
(Matt. 6:9-10 NIV) 

 

Jesus specifically instructed his disciples to pray that the Kingdom of God would come to 

this earth and that God’s will might be done on earth even as it is done in heaven.  If 

Jesus instructed us to ask for these things, and then we ask for them, we can have 

assurance that he will grant the request because God is a good dad.     

 

All this week we have been praying that God would heal America.  Using the prayer 

promise given to Solomon, we learned that if the people of God would pray – humbly, 

seeking his face, and in a spirit of repentance – God would heal our land.  Now we read 

from the lips of Jesus that God specifically instructs us to pray that his Kingdom might be 



manifest on earth, even as it is in heaven, and that prayer is answered in the local church.   

Let’s put these two concepts together and see if we can have specific guidance on how to 

pray for the healing of America. 

 

I would suggest that the way the Kingdom of God is manifest on earth is through the 

local church.  Life in the Body of Christ is a foretaste of life in heaven.  God’s Kingdom 

comes to earth and God’s will is done on earth though healthy local churches.  Now 

apply that concept to God’s promise to Solomon.  Who is supposed to humble 

themselves, who is supposed to seek his face, who is supposed to turn from their wicked 

ways?  The answer is, “Those who are God’s people, those who are called by his name.” 

That’s the local church.   

 

My conclusion is this – when we pray for the Kingdom of God to be manifest on earth 

and for God’s will to be done on earth, we are praying for healthy local churches.  God’s 

people, those who are called by his name, make up local churches.  If God’s people, those 

who are called by his name (local churches), humble themselves, seek his face and turn 

from their wicked ways, God will heal their land.  Therefore, let’s pray for the health of 

our local church. We can have great assurance that God will answer that prayer because 

that is what he told us to pray.  Subsequently, we can have confidence that we are on the 

way to realizing the promise of God to Solomon that he would heal our land.   

 

1. Read Acts 2:42-47.  What are the specific activities of this first local church?  

Now pray that these same activities might prosper at TLEFC.   

2. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-30.  Pray that everyone at TLEFC would joyfully enter 

into service according to the giftedness given to them by God. 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 13.  Pray that everyone who is part of the TLEFC family 

would grow in love for one another. 

4. Read Philippians 2:1-4.  Pray that our TLEFC family would nurture humility in 

everything we do.   


