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Day 23 
 

The “Win” of Prayer 
John 14:13-14 

 
 
Whenever a business or organization evaluates its effectiveness, it is common to refer to 
the “Win.”  The bottom line question is this, “Did they accomplish the win?”  The “Win”  
may be an increase in sales, the development of a new product, more members, reduction 
in debt, or any number of factors.  Today I want to remind us of the “Win” for prayer, 
and yes, prayer has a “Win.” 
 

And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified 
 in the Son.  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.  
(John 14:13-14 NIV) 

 
The “Win” for prayer is the glory of God.  I have long appreciated the following quotes 
about the true essence of prayer. 

 
“Prayer is being caught up in where God is going and in what God is doing.”  
John White.   
 
“Prayer is not an argument with God to persuade Him to move things our way, 
but an exercise by which we are enabled by His Spirit to move ourselves His 
way.”  Leonard Ravinhill 

 
So often we approach prayer as a way to influence God to do stuff–sometimes for us, but 
also for others.  But this approach to prayer makes God to be a servant at our beck and  
call.  But, that is a problem.  If all we have to do is pray, why does God heal some of 
chicken pox, but allow others to suffer with leukemia?  Both people pray.  Why does God 
grant some families vacations, but allow others to struggle just to make a house payment?  
Both families pray.  There has to be more to prayer than treating God like a heavenly 
vending machine.  The “Win” is that God will answer our prayers according to what 
glorifies him.  Remember our thoughts from yesterday when Jesus prayed, Not my will 
but yours be done.   
 
Bill Hybels in his book, “Too Busy Not to Pray,” reminds us of the several ways God 
answers prayer.  Sometimes the answer is “no.”  It may glorify him more for us to deal 
with our circumstance, trust God in our circumstance, and even for us to change in our 
circumstance.  Sometimes it may mean that the answer is “grow,” when God wants to 
purify us in our circumstance, and in his time, bring it to a conclusion, but always for his 
glory.  Other times the answer is “slow,” when we see progress, but, from our point of 
view, the progress is like molasses on a cold day.  But even slow is an answer, and if it 
glorifies God, we should rejoice in it.  Of course, our highest praise to God is when the 



answer is “go.”  The point is this.  The “Win” of prayer is the glory of God.  Today I 
want to challenge us to pray for God to be glorified in our circumstance.  Let’s follow a 
simple process of prayer today that has as its focus the glory of God. It is the acrostic, 
ACTS. 
 
A – Adoration.  Pray these verses as you adore God, and by our adoration, give God  
       glory.   

 
Psalm 145:9; 15-16 
Psalm 136:1 
Psalm 100:5 
Mark 10:18 
Psalm 103:8 
1 John 3:8-10 

 
C – Confession.  Pray these verses in an effort to get rid of self-centeredness and to  

become God-centered, which is a way to glorify God.  Notice ways that we might 
neglect the glory of God. 
 
James 4:3 
Isaiah 59:21  
1 Peter 3:7 
Mathew 5:23-24 
 
“If Christianity is dull and boring, if it is a burden and not a blessing, then most 
likely we are involved in a project, not a Person, a system not a Savior, rules 
rather than a relationship.”  Joe Stowell. 
 
If this quote applies to you, ask God for forgiveness and turn to him in renewed 
commitment to pray for his glory. 

 
T – Thanksgiving.  Nothing glorifies God more than a heart of gratitude for what he has  
       graciously given to us.  Pray the thoughts from these verses.  
  

Ephesians 2:8-9 
Jeremiah 32:39-41.  As these verses apply to the remnant of the faithful, they also  

         apply to us who trust in the Messiah.  What are the promises    
         for which we can be thankful? 

John 7:38 
 
S – Supplication.  God is glorified when his children bring him their earnest desires.    
      Notice God’s delight in our prayers as outlined in these verses.  Now wrap your    
      deepest petitions in the ethos of these passages.   
 

Proverbs 15:8 
1 Peter 4:11 



Psalm 51:17 
2 Chronicles 7:14 
Psalm 147:11 
 

As you conclude your prayer time today, pray Proverbs 3:5-6, making the commands 
your petition.   
 
There is a Christian song that summarizes this way of prayer.  It is titled, I Live To 
Worship You.  Make it your prayer today. 
 

Down at your feet O Lord, is the most high place. 
In your presence Lord, I seek your face.  I seek your face. 
There is no higher calling, no greater honor, 
Than to bow and kneel before your throne 
I’m amazed at your glory, embraced by your mercy, 
O Lord, I live to worship you. 
 

Worship God with an eye to his glory.  That’s the “Win” for prayer.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


