
40 Days of Prayer 
Three Lakes Evangelical Free Church 

Day 24 
 

Fruitful Praying 
John 15:7-8 

 
Today I want to challenge us to pray that God would glorify himself (the theme of our 
thoughts from yesterday) by producing fruit in our lives, not just some fruit, not just 
much fruit, but fruit that lasts.  What does ‘fruit” mean?  It could refer to the graces of the 
Spirit, listed in Galatians 5:22–love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, 
faithfulness, self-control.  It could mean leading others to faith in Jesus, as in reaping a 
harvest (Matthew 9:35-39).  Whatever it means, Jesus wants our lives to demonstrate 
characteristics of belonging to him.  He reminds us that we are like branches that, when 
connected to the vine, produce fruit, and like a wise farmer who strategically cares for his 
vines, he prunes us so that they will produce more and more fruit.  However, Jesus also 
reminds us that when the branches are not connected to the vine, they wither and die and 
are gathered up and burned.  The point is that when we produce fruit, we glorify God, and 
in order for us to glorify God the most, we need to stay connected to Jesus and submit to 
his strategic care.  Then he makes a startling statement: 
 

If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and 
it will be given to you.  This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be my disciples.   John 15:7-8 

 
It seems that Jesus is making a direct connection between producing fruit and prayer.  But 
I want us to notice a theme that we saw earlier this week.  Jesus says, …if you remain in 
me and my words remain in you…, then our prayers will result in producing fruit. 
Remaining in Jesus AND submitting to the truth of Scripture directly influences the fruit-
bearing effectiveness of our prayers.  I am drawn to Psalm 1, which says this same thing. 
 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the  
way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers.  But his delight is 

            in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like 
a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf 
does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.  (Psalm 1:1-3 NIV) 

 
So, let’s pray today that our lives would produce much fruit that lasts and so glorifies 
God, again by praying the words of Scripture.      
 

1. Pray the words of Romans 12:1-2.  “Lord, in view of your mercy, I offer myself 
to you as a living sacrifice, and by your grace I will not allow the world to 
squeeze me into its mold.  Rather, I will allow your word to renew and transform 
my mind so that I might follow your will more completely and produce fruit for 
your glory. 



2. Pray the words of 1 Corinthians 6:18-20, asking God to reveal any area that might 
be producing rotten fruit.  Then confess it and ask the Holy Spirit to help you 
honor God in your body. 

3. Pray Colossians 1:9-13.   
 

 
 

 
 


