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Prayer for Christian Unity 
John 17:20-23 

 
There is a profound difference between unity and uniformity.  When the UPS driver 
drops off a package at our church, he/she wears a uniform that identities him/her.  Every 
driver wears the same uniform.  That’s uniformity.  When I attend a symphony concert, I  
listen to a host of unique instruments, each making a different contribution to the 
composition. And when they follow the score, under the direction of the conductor, 
beautiful music fills the hall.  That’s unity.  Uniformity speaks of everyone being the 
same.  Unity speaks of those who are not the same coming together to produce what 
could not be produced by themselves.  In our passage for today, Jesus prays for Christian 
unity. 

"My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message,  21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in 
me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that  
you have sent me.  22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they    
may be one as we are one:  23 I in them and you in me.  May they be brought to 
complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even 
as you have loved me.”  (John 17:20-23 NIV) 

 
This passage is part of what is known as Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, a prayer of 
intercession for his followers.  In the preceding verses, he prays for his disciples that they 
would be protected and empowered in their ministries after he is gone.  In this passage, 
he prays for us, “…those who will believe in me through their message.”  I find it striking  
that his prayer is not that we would accomplish great things, but that we would be one, or 
that they would experience unity.   Notice the characteristics of this unity. 
 
First, Jesus prays that our unity would illustrate the unity between Jesus and the Father.  
The Father and the Son are two individual Persons with two unique roles in the economy 
of the Godhead.  Yet, the Father and the Son are One. This is not uniformity–it is unity.  
Jesus prays that we would be one as they are one.   
 
Second, Jesus prays that our unity would illustrate the joyful submission to authority 
present in the Godhead.  Those with equal significance cooperate according to (may I say 
it?) the hierarchy of authority that is ontologically present in the Trinity.  Jesus prays that 
we would likewise cooperate with one another. 
 
Third, Jesus prays that our unity would illustrate the love of God.  When the Father sent 
the Son into the world, he loved him as he accomplished his mission, which was to give 
himself as a sacrifice to pay the penalty for our sin.  This was no easy task.  Yet, in that 
mission, Jesus was surrounded with the love of the Father.  Jesus prays that our unity 



with one another as we face our mission, which is difficult, would show the world that 
God loves us through our ministry to one another in his name, even as he loved the Son.   
 
Therefore, if Jesus spent his last hours in prayer for us that we might experience unity, it 
follows that our prayers should be occupied with a similar theme.   
 

1. Pray the words of Ephesians 4:1-6.  Pray for a commitment to unity with humility 
and gentleness.  Pray that we would treat one another with patience and that we 
would bear with one another in love.  Pray that the Holy Spirit would empower us 
to promote unity in our local church as we major on the majors and minor on the 
minors.   

2. Pray the words of Colossians 3:12-17.  Pray for a spirit of forgiveness in our 
church body.  Pray that God would remind us of his forgiveness of our sins, and 
that we would likewise reach out in forgiveness to those who have sinned against 
us. 

3. Pray the words of 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.  Every time the word “love” is found, say, 
“I pray that I would be…”   

 
 

 
 
 


