
40 Days of Prayer – Day 3 
Three Lakes Evangelical Free Church 

 
A Commitment of Extraordinary Prayer, Part 2 

Ephesians 3:14-21 
 
 
So, how do we practice extraordinary prayer?  Continuing in our examination of Paul’s 
prayer in Ephesians 3, there are four components of extraordinary prayer:  
 
First, pray with a vision of the majesty of God (Vs. 20).   
 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us… 

 
Here is another expression of the power of God.  His power is able to do what is 
immeasurable, more than all we could imagine.  I am reminded of Paul’s words 
only a few chapters earlier in this same letter:   

 
I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you 
may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who 
believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he 
exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power 
and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age 
but also in the one to come. 22  Ephesians 1:18-22 

 
Second, pray with an awareness of the presence of God (Vs. 17). 

  
Christ dwells in our hearts.  He is present in all of the ebbs and flows of life. 
Prayer that is steeped in the awareness, often an awe-filled awareness, of the 
presence of Jesus Christ who lives in and through us is so much more than a 
magical formula to be repeated.  Rather, it is the personal communication, awed 
and adoring communication, of the redeemed creature who stands in the presence 
of the Savior God. 
 

Third, pray in gratitude for the grace of God (Vs. 17). 
 

The love of God found in Jesus is a gracious gift.  Since prayer is offered by a 
sinful people, God’s lordship demands that we confess the holiness of God and 
penitently plead for forgiveness of sin, with assurance that our prayer will be 
heard.  We cannot approach God apart from God first opening the door into his 
presence through the cross; the cross that offers us forgiveness of sin, freedom 
from guilt and shame, the gift of newness of life, and the hope of an inheritance in 
heaven.  This brings a marvelous intimacy to prayer. 
   

As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion    
on those who fear him.   Psalm 103:13 



 
Fourth, pray with the goal of the glory of God (Vs. 21). 
 

Access to the extraordinary power of God in prayer implies that we seek to do the 
will of God.  The greatest desire of the people of God goes beyond deliverance 
from surrounding enemies and provision of daily needs.  The prayer addressed to 
the Father seeks the glory of his name.  That petition asks not simply that we 
glorify the name of God, but that he may do so.  Extraordinary prayer is the 
petition that God be God, that the glory of his own Being remains and be 
continuously intensified.  Then the pray-er goes on to ask that God’s will be done.  
His name is to be glorified by the full accomplishment of his own plan for the 
universe, not our plan for our own little world. 
 
Now this is the element of extraordinary prayer that separates it from prayer that 
is normal and routine.  In the midst of pain, we pray for God to glorify himself– 
even if that means that our pain continues.  Sometimes God is more glorified by 
the way followers of Jesus handle pain than if he removed their pain.  Sometimes 
we are bitterly disappointed when our plans do not come together.  Extraordinary 
prayer prays for God to be glorified in our disappointment. 

 
To summarize, the four components of extraordinary prayer are: 
 

Vision of the Majesty of God.  Pray that God gives you a perspective on your 
Christian life and the life of TLEFC that is beyond what is seen. 
 
An awareness of the Presence of God.  Pray that God will impress upon you that 
he is living in you and through you by his Spirit. 
 
Gratitude for the Grace of God.  Reflect on the cross and the truth that Jesus paid 
the price for all of your sins.   
 
The goal of the Glory of God. Now rejoice in prayer for his love and grace and 
give him the glory for all he has done with prayers of thanksgiving and worship. 
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