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Praying for the Salvation of the Lost, Pt. 2 
John 6:44 

 
 

The view of evangelism that I am presenting in this meditation represents a theological 
perspective that may be a challenge to comprehend, yet the application is one that is 
perfectly logical with a practical application for prayer.  Let me begin with a brief review 
of our condition apart from Christ and the miracle of coming to faith in Christ.    
 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins…(Ephesians 2:1 NIV) 
 
4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace 
you have been saved. (Ephesians 2:4-5 NIV)  

 
The truth is that all of us were spiritually dead, and dead people cannot believe, dead 
people cannot trust, dead people cannot do anything.  But God can do anything.  God 
made us, who were dead, alive with Christ. 
 
Now, how did he do that?  Once again we are faced with the concept of dependent 
responsibility.  But in the enterprise of evangelism, the responsibility falls not on the one 
who is spiritually dead, but on the one who is spiritually alive.  We discussed yesterday 
the importance of praying that God would send out workers into his harvest.  Paul 
explains why this is so important.   
 

13…for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."   14How, 
then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they  
believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear    
without someone preaching to them?  15And how can anyone preach unless they 
are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!"  (Romans 10:13-15 NIV) 

 
This is the cornerstone passage of evangelism.  But notice what it clearly says.  The 
preaching of the gospel is what brings about salvation.  It is the gospel that works in our 
hearts to bring us to faith in Jesus.  Notice how Peter puts it.  
 

For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 
through the living and enduring word of God. (1 Peter 1:23 NIV) 

 
These passages form a skeletal outline of the journey of a person who comes to salvation.  
First, they hear the gospel from someone who is sent into the harvest.  This gospel, then, 
does its supernatural work in their hearts and facilitates the process of becoming born 



again.  It is the dependent responsibility of those who are spiritually alive to go and 
preach the gospel to those who are spiritually dead.  God then uses that gospel to bring 
spiritual life and salvation to those who hear.   
 
The application for prayer is twofold.  First, pray that God would send out workers into 
the harvest.  Second, pray that when a person hears the gospel, God would use it to bring 
them spiritual life.   
 
My challenge is to make a list of people you would like to influence for Christ.  Try to 
identify at least five people.  Begin today to pray for them: 
 

That God would bring someone (a worker of God’s harvest field) into their lives 
to share the gospel with them.  
 
That, when they hear the gospel, the word of God would grip their hearts and 
cause them to be born again. 
 

The stage is now set for what I believe is the climax of these thoughts.  It comes from the 
mouth of Jesus. 
 

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will 
raise them up at the last day.”  (John 6:44 NIV) 
 

Pray that the Father will draw the person on our list to Christ.  Pray that God will call 
them to Jesus.  Pray that God will use the word of the gospel to cause them to be born 
again. And be challenged with this passage from the pen of the Apostle Paul. 
 

As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the  
Lord [The Gospel] may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you.  
(2 Thessalonians 3:1 NIV) 

 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 


