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Day 31 
 

Praying for the Salvation of the Lost, Pt. 3 
2 Corinthians 4:4-6 

 
 
There is a specific strategy of prayer that adds a powerful dimension to the evangelistic 
process.  It comes from the realization that there is a very real spiritual enemy who does 
everything possible to prevent people from coming to faith in Jesus.  Notice two activities 
aimed specifically at blocking the power of the Gospel. 
 
First, Satan blinds the spiritual eyes of unbelievers. 
 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  4 The   
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see      
the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of     
God.  (2 Corinthians 4:3-4 NIV) 

 
Satan, the god of this age, prevents the Gospel from penetrating the hearts of unbelievers 
by erecting a veil over their spiritual eyes.  Sometimes we share the Word of God with 
someone and it bounces off of them like a ping pong ball bounces off a paddle.  Satan has 
constructed spiritual blindness, a barrier to spiritual truth and he reinforces it with his lies 
(see John 8:44).  And if that is not enough, there is another deliberate assault on 
unbelievers by Satan.   
 
Second, Satan snatches the gospel from their spiritual perception.  Jesus told the parable 
of the sower and the seed in which a farmer scatters seed on the ground, the seed 
representing the Word of God and the ground representing unbelievers.   
 

Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes 
away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.  
(Luke 8:12 NIV) 

 
Even though a person might be in earshot of the gospel, Satan snatches it away from 
them before it can penetrate their hearts and bring spiritual awareness.   
 
These two strategies by Satan combine to make a formidable obstacle for our evangelistic 
efforts.  Yet, it is not one that cannot be overcome. 
 

3For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 
            4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary,    
            they have divine power to demolish strongholds. (2 Corinthians 10:3-4 NIV) 
 



The weapons of our warfare against the strategies of Satan are the Scriptures, prayer, and 
the name of Jesus. 
 

Scripture – 31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, 
you are really my disciples.  32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free."  (John 8:31-32 NIV) 
 
Prayer – 26The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so 
much like a corpse that many said, "He's dead."  27But Jesus took him by the hand and 
lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.  28After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples 
asked him privately, "Why couldn't we drive it out?"  29He replied, "This kind can come  
out only by prayer." (Mark 9:26-29 NIV) 
 
The name of Jesus – 9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11 NIV) 

 
Here is a sample prayer we might pray as we go before the Lord on behalf of a friend or 
loved one who is being blinded and prevented from hearing the transforming gospel.  
Notice how it employs the truth of Scripture and the power of the name of Jesus.  It is 
taken from The Adversary by Mark Bubeck. 
 

Accepting my position of being “mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strongholds,” I bring all the work of the Lord Jesus Christ to focus directly 
against the powers of darkness that blind and bind __________.  I pray the 
victory of our Lord’s incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension and 
glorification directly against Satan’s power on __________ life.  I bind up all 
powers of darkness set to destroying __________.  And I loose ___________  
from their blinding in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  I invite the blessed  
Holy Spirit to move upon __________’s  heart and to convict him of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment to come.  I plead the blood of Christ  over 
__________’s  wickedness and wait upon the Holy Spirit to bring him to 
repentance, faith, and life in the Lord Jesus Christ.  By faith I claim him for a   
life yielded to serve the true and giving God in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
Yesterday I challenged us to begin praying for five people to come to know Christ.  As 
you pray this prayer for them, place your trust in Christ that the power of the gospel will 
grip their heart and that our loving Father will draw them to himself.   
 


