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Perseverance in Prayer 
Luke 18:1-8 

 
 

We have all heard the adage, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.”   While this is 
quite simplistic (reductionistic might be a more profound term), it does communicate a 
very important lesson on prayer, especially if we are considering praying for unsaved 
friends and loved ones to come to know the Lord.  I know of parents who have been 
praying for their son for 20 years, employees praying for their boss for dozens of years, 
and friends praying for their friends ever since they can remember.  It is tempting to give 
up and move on to another use of our prayers.  But a passage from Luke encourages us 
otherwise. 
 

1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always 
pray and not give up.  2He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither 
feared God nor cared about men.  3And there was a widow in that town who kept 
coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'    4"For 
some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God 
or care about men, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she 
gets justice, so that she won't eventually come and attack me!’ ”  6And the Lord 
said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God bring about justice 
for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them 
off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.  However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”  (Luke 18:1-8 NIV) 

 
The point of this story is to contrast an unrighteous judge who gives someone justice just 
to get her to stop bothering him with our loving heavenly Father who loves to answer 
prayer.  If an uncaring judge can be persuaded to give a persistent widow justice, 
certainly we can have confidence that God will answer our prayers.  The opening verse of 
this passage outlines three great truths abut prayer, and they can be applied to prayer for a 
friend or loved one to come to faith in Jesus. 
 
First, prayer is a responsibility.  Jesus told his disciples this story to show them that 
they should pray.  While prayer is certainly a privilege, it is also something that should be 
part of our daily lives.  If we truly love the one we are praying for, the highest expression 
of that love is prayer on their behalf.   
 
Second, prayer is a continual need.  Notice that Jesus said his disciples should always 
pray.  Not only does this mean we should pray at all times, but we should also pray in all 
circumstances.  Let’s pray for our loved one as they walk through the various seasons of 
their lives.  Perhaps they will be more sensitive to the gospel after they have children, or 
when someone close to them dies, or if they encounter a life-threatening illness.   



 
Third, prayer is an opportunity to practice perseverance.  Jesus said that his disciples 
should always pray and not give up.  Actually, I would suggest that this is the overriding 
principle, given the point of the story that follows.  Paul Powell in his book, The 
Complete Disciple, reminds us that often people are prayer dropouts.  They simply 
disregard the discipline of prayer and never get started in their prayer life.  But, then he 
encourages us to persist in prayer so that we do not become drop outs in the enterprise of 
prayer.  By this he refers to those who pray and then get discouraged and overwhelmed 
with the battle.  Not only do they stop praying, but they begin to lose their spiritual fervor 
altogether.  The burden on their heart that they are praying about for so long seems less 
and less likely to be resolved–so they give up.  Jesus said, “Don’t give up.”  Keep on 
praying.  God will meet you in prayer and give you the strength to deal with whatever 
you are facing in your life.   
 
Perseverance is particularly true as we pray for a friend or loved one who persists in 
rebellion against God.  Notice how the Apostle Paul prays for his fellow Israelites. 
 

Brothers and sisters, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is   
that they may be saved. (Romans 10:1 NIV) 
 

So, let’s commit ourselves afresh to always pray and not give up.  And let’s pray for one 
another to always pray and not give up. 
 

9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped    
praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding.   10And we pray this in order that you 
may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way:  bearing fruit in 
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,  11being  strengthened with 
all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance 
and patience…  (Colossians 1:9-11 NIV)   
 


