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Praying for Those in Governmental Authority 
1 Timothy 2:1-2 

 
I think most of us would agree that the political climate in our country is contentious.  
Beginning in our own state of Wisconsin and continuing into the halls of the U.S. 
Congress, there is not a great deal of cooperation and, in fact, there is evidence of a wide 
polarization among those representing the various political viewpoints.  While our 
political environment is not yet totally chaotic, it is dysfunctional, and that is cause for 
concern, not just for the citizens of our land, but more significantly, from a spiritual 
perspective, for Christian citizens.  The political inertia of America is not favoring the 
sanctity of human life, the support of the nuclear family, the institution of marriage 
between one man and one woman, freedom of religion, and free religious expression as a 
legitimate philosophical guest at the table of public discourse.  This should not surprise 
us, as the Apostle warned us in 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 
 

1But mark this:  There will be terrible times in the last days. 2People will be  
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient         
to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3without love, unforgiving, slanderous,    
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash,   
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. (2 Timothy 3:1-4 NIV) 

 
So, what is the role of the Christian citizen in this cultural climate?  Very simply–PRAY. 
 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for all people– for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. (1 Timothy 2:1-2 NIV) 

 
Now, this is not to say that we are not to fully participate in the political process and seek 
to influence our state and federal governments to govern according to biblical ethics. 
Christians fully engaged in our democracy can have significance influence.  But this 
passage suggests that prayer is a significant influence as well. 
 
Notice the goal of prayer for those in governmental authority–“…that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”   A casual observation of other 
governments shows us that this is not to be taken for granted.  North Korea has all but 
silenced the proclamation of the gospel.  Saudi Arabia has laws prohibiting Christian 
evangelism.  China and Cuba are countries that are closed to the gospel, along with many 
of the former Eastern Block Communist countries in Europe.   Paul’s admonition to pray 
seems especially relevant for us in the U.S. as another new election process ramps up for 
another national election, when so much is at stake.  I am not for a moment suggesting 
that one of our major parties has the moral upper hand over the other.  What I am 
suggesting is that if the Christian community gives serious dedication to praying for who 



ever occupies the seats of authority, we have the best opportunity to continue to enjoy the 
religious liberty that has been the mark of our nation since its birth, and we will be able to 
live quiet and peaceful lives as we carry on the work of the proclamation of the gospel.  
Brothers and sisters, pray for those in governmental authority.   
 

1. Pray that God would protect our nation from wicked rulers who frame injustice by 
statute. (Psalm 94:20; Isaiah 10:1) 

2. Pray that God would hear our prayers and heal our land. (2 Chronicles 7:14) 
3. Pray for the prosperity of our community. (Jeremiah 29:7) 
4. Pray for those who persecute us and make life difficult because of our testimony. 

(Matthew 5:44) 
5. Pray for opportunity to share the gospel and for wisdom as God opens doors for 

us. (Colossians 4:2-4) 
6. Pray that God would turn the hearts of those in authority toward righteousness. 

(Proverbs 21:1) 


