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The history of Israel included the very unfortunate time of divine judgment when God 
demonstrated his justice by removing the people from the Promised Land for 70 years.  
When it was time for them to return, God continued to show himself to them as he 
answered prayer and facilitated the return to Jerusalem.  One of those answered prayers 
happened during the time when Ezra was leading a group on the journey home.  Prior to 
their departure, Ezra expressed his great confidence that the hand of God was on him and 
the people. He was convinced that God was paving the way for their trip and that he 
would provide all they needed–and he made that confidence public.  But when it came  
time for them to actually venture out on the road through dangerous country and in the 
midst of unfriendly people, the temptation was to ask the king for protection as they 
traveled.  Instead, Ezra asked the King of Kings. 
 

There, by the Ahava Canal, I proclaimed a fast, so that we might humble 
ourselves before our God and ask him for a safe journey for us and our children, 
with all our possessions. 22 I was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and 
horsemen to protect us from enemies on the road, because we had told the king, 
"The gracious hand of our God is on everyone who looks to him, but his great 
anger is against all who forsake him." 23 So we fasted and petitioned our God 
about this, and he answered our prayer.  Ezra 8:21-23 

 
I am very motivated by this story to practice what I preach.  How many times have I 
boasted that God will provide for me and protect me, and then when it came time to take 
the first step, I wanted extra assurance that things would go well.  And how many times 
as we plan ministry do we boast about how faithful God is and how we know that he will 
provide, but yet insist that we know every detail and every possibility of how things 
might progress before we venture out.  If we believe that God is leading us, that his good 
hand is upon us, then let’s act like it.  Let’s step out in faith with prayer and fasting, 
knowing that God will answer our prayers.   
 
Read Psalm 34.  Form a prayer of faith and confidence from David’s words of worship.  
Thank God for the many prayer promises that David expresses.  (especially Vs. 8-10, 15-
20).  Now let’s rest in his promise and watch him provide. 

 


