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There is a very interesting verse recorded in Zechariah 4:6. 

   

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the LORD Almighty.  

 

These are words directed to Zerubbabel, the leader, who along with Joshua the High 

Priest, were in charge of rebuilding the temple following the exile.  During this period   

of Israel’s history, the Temple was to be the placed where God met his people and the 

central gathering place where they would worship him.  Rebuilding the Temple and 

restoring the worship of Israel was a high priority as God was restoring his relationship 

with them following the time of judgment at the hands of the Babylonians.  But this was  

a daunting task.  There was opposition from Israel’s enemies.  However, even more 

serious was apathy from within.  The people had lost sight of the priority of temple 

worship and spent most of their energy on building their own homes and cultivating their 

fields.  The neglect of the Temple signified a neglect of God.   

 

In our day, following the cross and all of its glorious accomplishments, a central 

gathering place is no longer required for us to worship the Lord.  Jesus made it clear that 

God is Spirit and that those who worship him do so in spirit and in truth; that is, in our 

spiritual worship from the heart guided by the truth of his Word.  Nonetheless, it is quite 

possible for apathy to creep into the lives of post-cross believers.  We, like the former 

exiles, can easily become caught up in our own affairs and neglect the things of God.   

 

So, how do we turn our hearts back to the Lord?  The answer is in the words from 

Zechariah.  It is not by might, which might be translated as “brains.”  Creative programs, 

intellectual influence, and accomplishment will fall short.  It is not by power, which 

might be translated “brawn.”  Physical effort, dedication, and hard work, while 

significant, will fall short.  It is by the Spirit of God that hearts are turned to God.  No 

amount of human creativity and effort will bring about lasting spiritual growth.  

Yesterday, we talked about “dependent responsibility.”  Brains and brawn may be our 

responsibility, but unless we are dependent on the Spirit of God, they will not produce 

lasting spiritual fruit.   

 

Here is where prayer plays a significant role.  As we pray, our hearts become in tune with 

God’s heart.  As we pray, the hearts of leaders catch God’s vision.  As we pray, the Spirit 

of God begins to accomplish his work and his will begins to take hold in this world.  The 

greatest intellectual activity we can be about is training our minds in the discipline of 

prayer.  The greatest effort we can exert is the hard work of prayer.  And, when we do, 

the priority of worshiping God will be re-established in our hearts and the work of the 

Gospel will move forward.  Let’s continue in our 40 Days of Prayer campaign with a 

renewed commitment to ask the Spirit of God to do a great work in our hearts and in the 

heart of our congregation as a whole. 

 

Read Romans 8:26-27.  Pray the words of these verses, confessing to God that we do not 

know how to pray as we should.  Confess to him that all of our intellectual and physical 

prowess falls short as we seek to live for him and serve in our ministries.  Ask the Spirit 

of God to intercede for us as we pray, not necessarily with words, or even sounds, but as 



we wait in his presence and bring to him the needs and cares of the lives of those in our 

family and our church family.  Thank him that he knows God’s will and that, as we 

commit ourselves to him, and him only, we can have confidence that God will be 

glorified.  Spend a season of silence in prayer before the Holy Spirit right now.   

 


