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Prayer When We Don’t Know What To Do 
John 2:1-11 

 
 
Admittedly, all of us find ourselves in circumstances where we just don’t know what to 
do.  So, we search for a solution.  We read books on the subject, listen to tapes of 
Christian teachers, consult with our friends, and exhaust every other possible resource.  
But, at the end of the day, we still don’t know what to do.  When this happens to me, I 
find it very difficult to accept.  I am a man of action.  When faced with a challenge, I 
devise a plan and get on with it.  However, there are times when I have no idea what to 
plan, so there is nothing for me to do.  I am forced to do nothing.  But, actually, that is not 
true.  There is one thing that I have learned to do, and I learned it from the story in John 2 
when Jesus was a guest at the wedding in Cana. 
 

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee.  Jesus' mother was 
there, 2and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.  3 When 
the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine."  
4 "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied, "My time has not yet 
come."  5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."  6 Nearby 
stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each 
holding from twenty to thirty gallons.  7 Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars 
with water"; so they filled them to the brim.  8 Then he told them, "Now draw 
some out and take it to the master of the banquet."  They did so, 9 and the master 
of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine.  He did not realize 
where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. 
Then he called the bridegroom aside  10 and said, "Everyone brings out the choice 
wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; 
but you have saved the best till now."  11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee 
was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples 
believed in him.  (John 2:1-11 NIV) 

 
One application of this story is a principle of prayer when we don’t know what to do.  
Notice what Mary, Jesus’ mother, did when she noticed that there was no more wine, 
which was a very serious situation for the host.  She simply went to Jesus and said, quite 
matter-of-factly, “they have no more wine.”  She did not have a plan.  She did not tell 
Jesus what to do, because she had no idea what to do.  But, she did know Jesus and she 
knew that he would know what to do.  All she did was tell Jesus the problem.  Then she 
demonstrated her faith in Jesus by telling the servants, “do whatever he tells you.”   
 
Here is the principle.  When we don’t know what to do, go to Jesus in prayer, state the 
problem, and then make a commitment to do whatever he tells you to do.  There is 
nothing in the text that suggests that Mary knew he would turn water into wine.  But there 



is an indication that she knew he would do something, and that it would address the 
problem.  How uncomplicated, yet how profound!  There is a place for pouring out our 
emotions to God, for pleading with him according to the desires of our heart.  But there is 
also a place for a simple prayer.  “Lord, I have cancer.”  “Jesus, my child is wayward.”  
“God, I just lost my job.”  Whatever you are facing, give it to the Lord and trust him to 
deal with it.  And when we think about it, this is a plan and this is something we can do.   
 


