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Praying the Will of God 
1 John 5:14-15 

 
 
All of us who walk the paths of this life will come to a crossroad, a fork in the road, that 
presents the opportunity to do something great.  Sometimes, our crossroad is clearly in 
view.  Students know the final exam is approaching, musicians know the performance is 
scheduled, athletes know the game is on the line and they need to make a play.  However, 
sometimes our crossroad is thrust upon us with no warning.  It might be an opportunity 
for a career change, an unanticipated report from the doctor, a downturn in the economy 
or an invitation to join an effort that may influence an entire community.  The question is 
this – how does a Christian face crossroads?  Crossroads are unique to every person and 
every church.   But one way to prevail is available to all, and perhaps a reminder of how 
Jesus prevailed at his most significant crossroad will help us to apply it to our 
circumstance.   
 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus was agonizing over the prospect of the cross, the ultimate 
crossroad in his life.  He went to prayer with these words, Not my will but yours be done.  
(Luke 22:42)  I think it is significant that he went to prayer.  He cried out to God, his 
Father in heaven.  But notice the content of his prayer.  He prayed in submission to the 
will of God.  And, of course, we all know the outcome.  Jesus went to the cross, paid the 
penalty for our sins, was raised from the dead, and ascended into heaven where he is now 
reigning at the right hand of the Father.  Jesus faced his crossroad in prayer, according to 
the will of God, and he prevailed for the salvation of mankind to the glory of God. 
 
When we face our crossroads, how can we pray according to the will of God?  More 
fundamentally, how do we know the will of God in our circumstance so we can pray in 
accordance to it?  One answer is to read the Bible and then pray the Bible.  God wrote the 
Bible, it is his breath.   If we can make the words of the Bible our prayers, we can have 
confidence that we are praying according to God’s will and that assures us that we will 
prevail when we face crossroads in our lives.  This week I want to challenge us to pray 
the words of Scripture, and by doing so, I believe we will be praying according to his 
will.  Notice this prayer promise: 
 

This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us–whatever  
we ask–we know that we have what we asked of him. (1 John 5:14-15 NIV) 

 
This not a magic formula or a spiritual power play.  As our prayers are filled with 
scriptural truth, we will be praying the will of God and that gives us the assurance that, 
when we face a crossroad, we will experience the blessing of God. 
 



Let’s begin today by praying the words of the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to 
pray.  Turn to Matthew 6:9 and pray along with me: 
 

“Daddy, who is in heaven, you are daddy to all who love you. You are the perfect 
daddy.  Please help me see you in all of your perfection and love.  You are unlike 
any other daddy–holy, pure, and just.  I bless your name Elohim, the Creator of 
the universe, El-Shaddai, the Lord God Almighty of blessings, and Adonai, my 
Lord and Master.  I bless your name Jehovah-Jaira, the One who sees my needs 
and provides for them, Jehovah-Rapha, my healer and the one who makes bitter 
experiences sweet.  And you are Jehovah-Shalom, my peace, the peace that passes 
all understanding which guards my heart and mind in Jesus.  And you are El-
Elyon, the Highest Sovereign of the heavens and the earth.  Thank you that your 
Kingdom has been born in my heart as I placed my faith in Jesus, but I also thank 
you that your Kingdom will come in its greater glory when Jesus returns to reign 
on earth.  I pray that you will have your way in my life on earth, and in the lives 
of all who know you.  May you reign in me as you reign in heaven.  Thank you 
that I can rest in the promise that you will provide for my daily needs.  Please help 
me distinguish between my needs and unnecessary desires.  Thank you Lord that 
you have graciously provided for the forgiveness of my sins in the cross of Jesus.  
On the basis of that gift, I forgive all those who have sinned against me.  Help me 
to let go of any lingering hurt and pain their sins may have brought to my life, and 
I pray that you might have your way in theirs.  Please protect me from the evil 
one, who has been defeated by Jesus, and help me to prevail over temptation as I 
walk in the power of the Holy Spirit.  I magnify you and exalt your name.  Fill my 
heart with praise, for you are the King of Kings, the great and powerful ruler, the 
one who deserves our highest worship, both now and forever and ever.  Amen.” 

 
In your time of prayer today, pray the words of the following Scriptures. As you do, 
notice how they echo the thoughts you just prayed from the Disciples Prayer. 
 

1. Pray Psalm 103:1-6 
2. Pray Isaiah 9:6-7 
3. Pray Ephesians 1:3-11 
4. Pray Psalm 37:1-8 (make the commands your prayer request) 
5. Pray 1 John 1:8-2:2 
6. Pray 1 Corinthians 10:13 
7. Pray Psalm 18:46-50 

 
 
 

 
 


