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Assurance of Answered Prayer, Pt. 1 
Luke 11:5-8 

 

 

It is always fun to read the signs that fans bring to a ball game.  Some express great 

confidence that their team will win.  Others are not so sure – “You gotta believe.”  

“Hope, hope, hope.”  “This could be our year!”  When we consider our prayer life, how is 

our confidence that God will answer our prayers? 

 
5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight 
and say, ’Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come 
to me, and I have no food to offer him.’  7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t 
bother me.  The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed.  I can’t get up 
and give you anything.’  8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread 
because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity, he will surely get up and 
give you as much as you need. (Luke 11:5-8 NIV) 

 

This parable divides into two sections.  Vs. 5-7, which opens with the phrase, Suppose 

you have a friend….  Much of the travel in this part of the country was in the evening 

because of scorching heat, so in Jesus’ story, this traveler arrived at midnight.  In the 

Middle East there was a very high value of hospitality to travelers, which is a community 

responsibility, and if someone did not find hospitality, it was scandalous.  Therefore, 

when Jesus suggests that the friend might say Don’t bother me, the anticipated response 

is, “ No one would ever do such a thing.  This would never happen – Horrors!” 

 

The second section is Vs. 8, which opens, “I tell you…”  Here Jesus makes a deliberate 

contrast.  Nobody would do what he described in Vs. 5-7.  Everybody would do what he 

is about to describe.  The neighbor gives his friend the bread – all he needs.  Of course.  

This makes perfect sense. 

 

The message of the parable is found as we understand the motive of the neighbor who 

gives his friend the bread, which is described by the word in Vs. 8, translated in the NIV 

“shameless audacity.”  There are two ways to translate this word.  First, it could describe 

the friend asking for the bread, in which case it would refer to persistence, referring to the 

way he asked.  He was bold or persistent or shameless even audacious in his request.  The 

idea of this parable then is to be persistent and even aggressive in prayer like this friend 

at midnight, and if you keep on asking, God will finally give you your answer.  However, 

in Jesus’ story, the friend only asks once, and further, if this word is taken to mean 

shameless audacity, the implication is that God is reluctant to answer prayer and we have 

to wrestle things from him, which does not fit the context (as we will see in the next two 

days).  There is a second way to translate the word in Vs. 8, and it is much preferred.  It 

could describe the neighbor who was in bed, in which case, the word would be translated 

shamelessness.  Shamelessness refers to the reputation of the neighbor in the eyes of the 

community.  It is a word to describe one’s character, meaning that a person would never 



act in such a way as to bring shame upon himself.  He would always act in a way that 

would uphold his reputation and spread his good name.  Translated this way, the idea of 

the parable is this: Of course, the neighbor will get up and give his friend all the bread he 

needs because he would never allow himself to be perceived as a stingy neighbor refusing 

hospitality to a traveler.  The neighbor will not get up and give his friend what he needs 

because he is a friend or because of anything this friend might do.  The neighbor will get 

up and give his friend what he needs because of who he, the neighbor himself, is and 

because of his own desire to preserve, and even promote, his good reputation. 

 

The application to answered prayer is profound.  When we pray according to the way 

Jesus instructed us (See 11:1-4), God will most certainly never tell us, “No, I’m in bed 

and all my family is in bed; go away, don’t bother me.”  That would be scandalous!!  On 

the other hand, God will most certainly answer our prayers, not because of anything we 

do, not because we are his friends, not because we are persistent and bold.  Rather, God 

will answer our prayers because of who God is.  God loves to give to us, and giving to us 

is consistent with who he is.  Answering our prayers spreads his reputation of being a 

gracious and giving God. 

 

If God instructs us to pray for something, he will certainly give it to us because giving to 

us furthers his reputation – it glorifies him.  God loves to give to us!!  He will provide for 

us according to the treasure of his riches.  We can have confidence that God will answer 

our prayers. 

 

Notice Isaiah 48:9-11.  How many times does God proclaim that he is concerned with his 

reputation? 

 

Read Ephesians 1:4-6.  What is the conclusion in Vs. 6? 

 

Read Ezekiel 20:14, 36:22-23.  What is the motive for all of God’s activities? 

 

Read 1 Samuel 12:20-22.  Why does God remain faithful to his people? 

 


