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Assurance of Answered Prayer, Pt. 2 
Luke 11:9-13  

 

 

Anyone who participates in sports knows how much fun it is when the athletes are free to 

display their talents and the game is free of infractions of the rules.  Staying within the 

boundaries of the rules guarantees the most fun, for the players and the spectators.  But 

when the athletes venture outside the rules, the game is not as much fun.  In fact, it is  

downright frustrating.  Nothing is accomplished if the game is not respected.   

 

The same is true of prayer, although I would hesitate to call prayer a game.  I don’t think 

there is anything that is as much fun as when prayer “works,” when we pray and God 

graciously opens up the doors of heaven and showers us with blessings.  There is 

tremendous encouragement that this will happen as we pray.  Notice the confidence we 

have of answered prayer from Luke 11: 9-10. 

 
9 So I say to you: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you.  10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks  
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”  (Luke 11:9-10 NIV) 

 

Be encouraged in prayer.  We can ask, seek, and knock as often as we want.  Notice the 

anticipated answer – we will receive, we will find, and the door will be opened.  We can 

have confidence that God will answer our prayers. 

 

But we must clarify this principle. The application of this principle requires that we are 

praying the way Jesus instructs us to pray.  Are we praying according to the rules of 

prayer?  Let’s review a few of them.   

 

Remember the Disciples’ Prayer.  Are we praying in view of God being our Father, who 

is holy and who holds the future?  Are we praying for our daily bread – our needs and not 

our greeds?  Are we praying for the grace to forgive others, based on God’s gracious 

forgiveness of our own sins?  

 

Second, are we praying in the name of Jesus? 

 
13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son.  14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.  (John 14:13-14 NIV)  

 

Praying in the name of Jesus reminds us of the point in the parable we discussed 

yesterday, which refers to the reputation of the neighbor.  If God were to answer this 

prayer, would his reputation be advanced and his glory be proclaimed? Third, we must be 

praying according to the revealed moral will of God. 

 



 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. (John 15:7 NIV)  

 

To remain, or to abide, refers to resting in the provision of the Holy Spirit.  God’s Words 

abiding in us refers to being saturated with the truth of the Scriptures.  Is this prayer the 

result of the prompting from the Holy Spirit, and does it conform to the tenor of the truth 

of Scripture? 

 

Finally, what are our motives? 

 
When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may 
spend what you get on your pleasures. (James 4:3 NIV) 

 

If all we want in answer to our prayers is to further our own personal agenda in life, it 

probably won’t happen. God is not out to further our reputation; rather, he is committed 

to furthering his reputation. 

 

Nonetheless, if we abide by these rules of prayer, it is an experience like no other and 

everyone involved is filled with assurance that God will answer our prayers.  “Prayer is 

never wishful thinking, for it springs from trust in a personal God who wants us to take 

him at his word.”  Wayne Grudem.   

 

Read the following passages and thank God that as you abide by the rules of prayer, you 

can have the joy of assurance of answered prayer.   

 

1. Mark 11:24 

2. Hebrews 11:1 

3. James 1:6 

 

 

 


