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The Holy Spirit and Prayer 
Isaiah 41:17-19; John 7:37-39 

 

 

What is the ultimate request that we might bring before the Lord?  Yesterday, as we 

reviewed the promises of Jesus that give us tremendous assurance of answered prayer 

outlined in Luke 11:5-13, Jesus displays this prize as though it is obvious to all of us.  

Yet, we overlook it.   

 
If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"                
(Luke 11:13 NIV) 

 

Of course, we know that it is the Holy Spirit who brings regeneration (John 3), the 

ultimate gift from God.  But I do not believe that this is the context of this promise from 

Jesus.  There is a prayer promise given to those who know the Lord, but who are in need 

of his provision.   

 
"The poor and needy search for water, but there is none; their tongues are parched with 
thirst.  But I the LORD will answer them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them.  18 I 
will make rivers flow on barren heights, and springs within the valleys. I will turn the 
desert into pools of water, and the parched ground into springs.  19 I will put in the desert 
the cedar and the acacia, the myrtle and the olive. I will set junipers in the wasteland, the 
fir and the cypress together.” (Is. 41:17-19 NIV) 

 

When we are in need of something fresh in our spiritual lives, we are to cry out to God in 

prayer. Now notice the promise of God. 
 

37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.  38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has 
said, rivers of living water will flow from within them."  39 By this he meant the Spirit, 
whom those who believed in him were later to receive. (John 7:37-39 NIV) 

 

We, who are this side of the cross, are the recipients of this promise.  When we pray, the 

Holy Spirit brings refreshing, he gives strength, he gives nourishment.  He is the power 

that overcomes the temptations of our fallen human nature (Galatians 5:16-18).  He is the 

one who gives wings to our prayers (Romans 8:26-27). He is the one who comes 

alongside us, to be for us just as Jesus was to the disciples (John 14:15).    

 

The practical application of this concept is for us to pray that we might be continually 

filled with the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18)  As we are, his power enables us to live well 

in our circumstances.  More about this tomorrow…  

 


